INTRODUCTION
YOU know how I fed about die importance
of democratic freedom. The Spanish People's
Army needs help badly ; their struggle, if they fail,
will certainly be ours to-morrow, and, believing as I
do, it seems clear where my duty lies/
The author of this book gave the above explanation
for enlisting in the British Battalion of the International
Brigade, which he did on December nth, 1936.
On February I2fk 1937, ke was holding aliill above
the Jarama River, as one of a machine-gun section
under the command of a Dalston bufcnan. That after-
noon he was killed.
*... What I feel about the importance of demo-
cratic freedom/ Now Caudwell was a Communist
And many people sincerely suppose that Communists
are the dangerous enemies of democratic freedom;
they believe that if Communists declare their attach-
ment to democracy, or to freedom, they are only
doing so in order to deceive. Yet here we have a
Communist, not merely declaring his attachment to
democracy and freedom; not merely declaring, as
Mr. Neville Chamberlain has recently done, for ex-
ample, his readiness to die in defence of democracy,
but, in actual feet, dying for democracy.
Surely there is something fco puzzle over here ? Do
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